Dog Sweater
MATERIALS:

(1) sizes 5 and 7 knitting needles. (or needle size to get your gauge)
(2) Worsted weight, about 4 ounces. 

(3) Measure your Pet: Instructions on this website: 
http://www.vickimeldrum.com/Measure.html
Examples: for a 10” neck, I cast on 42 stitches with a size 6 needle
Schnauzer size: Cast on 65 stitches with Size 6 needles
You will have to know the gauge at which you knit to get an accurate fit. Ribbing is forgiving though, so I think you can decide from the two examples above and the body will normally fall in line.
(4) Knit 1x1, or 2x2 ribbing for 3" for a mock neck, or 6" or 7" for a turtleneck. Turtleneck not recommend for a puppy or tiny toy!
(5) Change to a size 7 needle, and continue knitting in st st. leaving 5 sts each side in garter. This makes a nice sleeve cap as well. You will have to check your gauge to see if you have the measurement  across the back sweater at this point minus the measurement between the legs. If you need to go up or down a needle size, do it here. Remember that ribbing will pull in so measure a bit down from the ribbing. If you need to taper the sweater for a dog that tapers at the waist (schnauzer, whippet etc) decrease after the measurement after his rib cage.
 (6) Continue knitting until piece measures (starting the measurement below the collar ribbing) length of your pet to base of tail– minus 2”. Switch to size 5 needles, and knit 2" of the same rib you used for the neck. Bind off. 

(7) Knit the chest piece. Using the size 7 needles, cast on 3 stitches. Knit this piece in garter st.  You will increase 2 stitches every other row, until you reach the width comparable to the distance between your pet’s front legs.  Knit until piece is 1 ½- 2 inches less than the measurement to your boy dog’s last rib or to your female’s hind legs and change to size 6 needless and add 1½" to 2” of ribbing according to preference.  Bind off. 

FINISHING:

(8) Seam the neck ribbing, remembering to seam halfway, and switch to the inside for collar turn down.

 Place the point of the chest piece at the bottom of the neck rib seam, and sew a seam down both sides, until you get to the point where you stopped increasing. Leave a slit for the front legs there, about 2" long depending on the size dog you are knitting for - and continue the seams down each side. Weave in your loose ends. Wash and block if necessary.
You can get creative with your stitch pattern within this basic pattern. If you do cables, you may have to cast on more stitches because cables will pull the fabric in.
You can also crochet a flirt skirt or a short row ruffle at the bottom of the sweater. 
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